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Vicinas urbes alit. Hor. 


PONY %®NSTEAD of lamenting that it 


baai\, is my lot to live in an age when 





“es virtue, fenfe, converfation, all pri- 
@ vate and public affections are totally 
y {wallowed up by the fingle predo- 
minant paflion of gaming, I endea- 
vour to divert my concern by turning my attention to 
the manners of the times, where they happen to be more 
elegant, more natural, or more generally ufeful than 
thofe of preceding ages. I am particularly pleafed 
with confidering the progrefs which a juft tafte and 
real good fenfe have made in the modern mode of gar- 
dening. This {cience is at prefent founded on fuch no- 
ble and liberal principles, that the very traveller now re- 

ceives 
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i ceives fiiore advantages from the embellifhments he rides 

| by, than the vifitor did‘formerly, when art and privacy 
were the only ideas annexed to a garden. 

Tue modern art of aying out ground (for fo we muft 

call it, till a new name be adopted to exprefs fo compli- 

cated an idea) has fpread fo widely, and it’s province's 







become fo extenfive, as to take in all the advantages 





of gardening and agriculture. If we look back to anti- 
quity we fhall find the gardens of Alcinous in Homer, and 
the paintings of rural {cenery in Virgil, hardly to corref- 
pond with the genius of the poets, or the beatitude they 
have.placed in them. ..The villa’s.of Cicero and Pliny, 
which'they have fo.affectionately defcribed, do not raife 
J our admiration. A favourable afpect, variety of porti- 









co’s and fhades of plane trees, feem to be their greateft 
q merit. Their fucceffors in that happy climate have” 
| made their gardens repofitories for ftatues, bas relieves, 
urns, and whatever is by them intitled wirtu; the dif- 
pofition of which ornaments, together with fome ftraight 
walks of ever-green oaks, and tricks in water, compleat 
their fyftem. 











_ In France the genius of Le Nautre would probably 
have fhewn itfelf in more beautiful produétions than the 
Tuilleries and Verfailles, had it not been fhackled by 
lines and regularity, and had not elegance and tafte been 
overlaid by magnificence. 

Tuis forced tafte, aggravated by fome Dutch acqui- 
fitions, for more than half a century deformed the face 
of nature in this country, though feveral of our beft 
writers had conceived nobler ideas, and prepared the 
way for thofe improvements which have fince followed. 
Sir William Temple, in his gardens of Epicurus, expa- 
tiates with great pleafure on that at More-Park in Hert= 
fordfhire ; 
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fordthite ;- yet after he has extolled it as. the pattern of 
a perfe& garden for ufe, beauty and magnificence, he 
rifes to nobler images,. and ina kind of prophetic fpirit, 
points out a higher ftyle,; free: and unconfined. The 
prediction is verified upon the {pot ; and it feems to have 
been the peculiar deftiny of that delightful place, to 
have paffed through all the transformations and modes 
of tafte, having exercifed the genius of the moft emi- 
nent artifts fucceflively, and ferving as a model of per- 
fection. in each kind. The boundlefs imagination of 
Milton, in. the fourth book of Paradice Loft, ftruck out 
a plan of a garden, which I would propofe for the en- 
tertainment and inftruction of my readers, as containing 
all the views, objects and ambition of modern defigning. 

Ir is the peculiar happinefs of this. age to fee. thefe 
jut and noble ideas brought into practice, regularity ba- 
nifhed, profpects opened, the country called in, nature 
refcued and improved, and art decently concealing her- 
felf under her own. perfeétions. 

I enlarge upon this fubje&, becaufe I would do juf- 
tice to our nobility and men of fortune, who by a fea- 
fonable employment of the poor, have made this their 
private amufement a national good. It is notorious that 
in the feafon of the harveft, the fcarcity of hands to 
gather in the fruits of the earth is fo great, that few of 
our farmiers can find men to do their work for three 
months, unlefs they can keep them in employment the 
-other nine. Here the new mode of gardening comes in 
greatly to the affiftance of the labourer ; and as it confifts 
cheifly in the removal of earth, the whole coft goes . 
directly to his fupport. | ) 

Ir has been the conftant cry of all politicians and wri- 
ters .on trade, that taxes fhould be laid on luxury. How 


happy 
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happy is it that luxury fhould take fo large a fhare in the 
‘payment of that tax, which lies moft heavy on the pre- 
{ent times! I mean the poor’s rate. Our manufactures, 
it muft be granted, are of the greateft national benefit ; 
inafmuch as they maintain multitudes of families, which 
all the private fortunes in a country would be infufficient 
to fupport. But the fact is, that in the harveft feafon, 
_ there is always the greateft fcarcity of hufbandmen in 


.  thofe countries where manufactures are moft known to 
.  flourifh: and it is alfo a fact, that our manufactures af- 


ford no fupport to the hufbandman in the other feafons : 
fo that I know of nothing that can procure to him the 
neceflaries of life in the winter, but the judicious allot- 
ment of that uncomfortable feafon to the works above- 
mentioned, which are now carrying on with vigour in 
almoft every part of England. 

I must alfo do our men of tafte the juftice to acknow- 
ledge, that they have been the chief promoters even of 
our manufactures. One of the firft embellifhers of the 
gardens in the prefent mode, was the fame nobleman 
who eftablifhed the looms for carpets at Wilton. In the 
north, whole countries have been civilized, induftry 
encouraged, and variety of manufaCtures inftituted by the 
magnificent charity of the noble perfon, who among the 
leaft of his perfections muft be allowed to be the 
beft planter in Europe. And if ever this country fhould 
boaft the eftablifhment of the art of weaving tapeftry, 
fhe will be beholden to the fame Royal Hand to which 
fhe owes. (if I may name it after the exalted bleffings of 
Liserty and Peace) the adorning Windfor park. 

WHATEVER may have been reported, whether truly 
or falfely, of the Chinefe gardens, it is certain that we 


are the firft of the Europeans who have founded this 
var tafte ; 
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tafte: and we have been {0 fortunate in. the genius of 
thofe who haye. had the direction of fome of our fineft 
{pots of ground, that we may now boafta fuccefs equal 
to that profyfion of expence which has been deftined to 
promote the rapid progrefs of this happy enthufialm. 
Our gardens are already the aftonifhment of foreigners, 
and, ia proportion as they accuftom themfelves to con- 
fider and underftand them, will become their admi- 
fation. Andas the good tafte of our writers has lately 
invited the literati froma all parts of Europe to vifit us, 
this other tafte will greatly contribute to make the grow- 
ing fafhion of travelling to England more general ; and 
by this means we may hope to fee part of thofe fums 
brought back .again, which this country has been from 
year to year fo unprofitably drained of. 

Bur to feethis fcience in the ftrongeft light of a po- 
litical benefit, let us confider what pains have been un- 
fucceféfully taken for many years patt by the beft patriots 
of Spain to introduce, not only manufactures, but even 
agriculture itfelf, among the ftarving inhabitants. Thefe 
conceited Quixotes, who pleafe themfelves with boatt- 
ing that the fun is continually enlightening fome part of 
their dominions, are fo fatisfied with this important re- 
fleGtion, that they feem to defire no other advantage 
from his beams. Uftariz, their lateft and beft writer 
on, commerce, has beftowed whole pages in defcribing 
the wretched condition of families, the mortality of 
weakly children, the prefent race ufelefs, the growing 
hope cut off, and all this becaufe the inhabitants cannot 
be perfuaded to ufe the moft obvious means for their 
fuftenance and prefervation, the tilling of the earth. 
Yet there is a way to induce even the proudeft Spaniard to 
apply himfelf carneftly to the cultivation of his country : 

I 
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I niean by the force of example. - Ifthe grandees would 
make it'a fafhion ; if they would talk, as one may fre- 
quently hear the firft men of this‘nation, of the various 
inethods of improving land, and pique themfelves-upon 
their fuccefs in hufbandry, the imitating* pride of the 
yeoman might be ufefully turned into’ another channel. 
He would be ambitious of having his fields as green as 
thofe of'his neighbour ; he would then take his ftately 
ftrides at the tail of his plough, and (as Addifon fays of 
Virgil) ‘“throw about his dung with an air of majefty.” 
He would then find a nobler ufe for the breed of cattle 
than the romantic purpofe of a bull-feaft ; and his vani- 
ty, thus properly directed, would in afew years make 
his country the fineft garden in the univerfe, 

Ir the noble duke who cloathed the fands of Claremont 
‘with fuch exquifite. verdure, had made the fame glori- 
ous experiment in Spain, he would-have brought no less 
riches, and:much more thappinefs to that nation, than 


the conquefts.of Phillip, or the difcoveries ofColumbus. 
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